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After World War two, and the following years.   
The decline of Village life, market housing & rents. 

There were two men in a prisoner of war camp in Germany, that came from the same village in East 

Sussex. This camp one, would expect was not so bad as some. They went into the kitchens and found 

some fruit and made some cider. After the war they were sitting in a house, and said, what shall we do 

now? They decided to make some cider, going out into the local orchards collecting apples, and made 

cider in their garage. After some time they were selling a lot of bottles, and a building near by came up 

for sale, they bought the property.

The house they were in was called Merrydown, so they called their new premises Merrydown cider, 

hence the name became a National name. If one went to the local Agricultural shows in the sixties, 

one would have seen a large number of small businesses, similar to Merrydown cider, corn merchants, 

agricultural distribution and repair firms, all family enterprises. To name but one village, I remember there 

was a small coach company, a garage and petrol pumps, and snob, mens hair dressers, two grocers, a 

butcher, a pub, football team, stoolball team (a Sussex game) & most villages had a cricket team. That 

village today has just the pub and the one grocers shop, which opens mornings. All the businesses have 

been sold for houses that locals can’t afford. One kind person in the village offered some land to build 

some affordable houses for young people. The parish council said “there are no young people in the 

village”.

Well, we know why, so it never happened. Villages are becoming a place for old people and retirement 

places, yet that in itself is creating issues, as isolation and loneliness in villages is a huge problem. I have 

seen the second generation make money from the forefathers business. The third generation sell it on 

for developments, or in some cases sell to a competitor, and we end up with a few large businesses.

I quote some recent headlines in the news papers:

1 - Rural areas at risk of terminal decline warn council chiefs 

2 - Underpaid and undervalued, the million carers hit by cutbacks

3 - Retired cashing-in 10M a day from homes to boost pensions

4 - Record £5.2bn paid in death tax as net widens 

5 - The hidden homeless 

6 - Housing benefit bill set to double, as renters get older 

7 - Almost 200 pupils a day referred for mental care

8 - More than 55,000 homeless families forced to move areas 

9 - Mortgage debt puts millions in the red for life 

10 - Green belt used for homes young people can’t afford. We are seeing new technology replacing the 

need to employ people. Banks closing, saying people now bank online. They are really telling us to bank 

online to make money for the shareholders. The same with supermarkets with self service tills. Shopping 

online will close the high streets, especially if business rates keep increasing. Rail fares increase yearly, 
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because the power of unions, train drivers get paid much more than most of the population. So many 

now only work four days a week, leaving the staff number short to run a 100% service. 

So what should we be doing? 

1. Cap development land at £100,000 an acre, farming profit from one acre (or ten times   

Agricultural value).

2. Build homes for £140,000, allow people to purchase the homes, but they can’t sell them on.

3. Build work units, make profit from your product, not the property, so that stays affordable for the next 

person.

4. Build 20 houses in every village, as above, add £20,000 to each one, to give to the parish council. 

They could invest in revitalising life, build a local shop that could cater for all the local needs, so they 

don’t have to go to town, have a collection place in the shop for online collection.

5. Create a new pension plan. Once the mortgage is paid, pay 50% of your mortgage payment into 

a pension plan, that can be used for care, any unused capital could be transferred to other family 

members for their pension plan.

This could be via an ISSA plan. We don’t have enough doctors, teachers or care placements, the roads 

are at gridlock, and the schools are overflowing. We have seen over a number of years the decline 

in village life. It all started with Governments valuing estates and taxing them, while this broke up the 

wealth of land owners, it has been creating unaffordable houses for the local people, and working family 

farms have all but disappeared. If the trend continues, we will end up with only older people living 

in dormitory villages, and there will more overcrowded towns, where we are seeing developers only 

interested in building what they can sell. What is needed is to re-vitalise village life and create community 

life by inviting every parish council to find a site for up to 20 houses. Unfortunately many newcomers, 

not all, are against this. Over the years, cottages have been sold off, barns converted into weekend 

retreats, and some are used for light industry. Villages used to have football, and cricket teams, and in 

the South East stoolball teams, a Sussex Game. Tug -of- war was another sporting activity, and usually 

there was a thriving local pub; schools and post offices are now quickly disappearing . 

There needs to be a new village housing plan where houses could be built and sold at cost, plus 

£20,000 for the community to use via the Parish Council. Every parish council would have £400,000 

from the plan, with just 20 houses. Have a review of Inheritance Tax for family businesses especially, 

farmland. There is case to say, it doesn’t matter how much one owns, it’s what you do with it that 

matters. Create a Community Land Trust for a new houses plan. We should build a million houses that 

people can buy, but not sell on; once paid for, then pay into a family pension plan. A new housing 

system is needed. If one farmed an acre of grade three land, it would take 500 years to earn £100,000. 

So let’s cap development land at a maximum of £100,000 an acre. Equivalent to 500 years from 

farming that acre of land. Or ten times agricultural value. Employ developers to build one million homes 

across the nation, at £120,000, add the £20,000 for the local council. We are seeing developers only 

interested in building what they can sell, and with the price of houses and rents, we could have more 

mental health issues and depression, and air pollution. 
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Once the mortgage was paid one could pay £300.00 a month, for example, into a pension plan, over 

a twenty year plan one would have £72,000 in hand, and in the event one wanted to take up the 

supported houses scheme, one could cash the CLT home for the £140,000, (at present rates), the 

supported housing, would take up 50% and one could still have £70,000 to add to the savings, making 

£142,000 in hand, for future years. With the state pension becoming £310.00 per couple, the above 

plan would be the answer to our care issues, and this fund could also pay for funeral cost.

We then won’t need to spend £24 billion a year on Housing Benefits, and £34 billion on helping 

first- time buyers get on to the housing ladder, the ladder to nowhere. Close the company run care 

homes and replace them with a community care plan that is run locally, where every village and town 

would have supported accommodation, where care would be paramount, rather than see private care 

companies milk the system and complain they can’t manage on their charges. 

For some answers visit www.campaign-for-change.co.uk Laurence Keeley, 6 Fairfield, Herstmonceux, East 

Sussex, BN27 4NE, Is market housing bad for your health? Is that the reason we are seeing more debt 

and despair, and a broken society? 

I have visited some new Estates which are being built in the South East, I can well understand why we 

are seeing an increase in mental illness, self-harming and depression? In all new developments there 

should a sports centre, running track, an indoor cricket and football place for all ages to use. There 

should also be self-sufficient gardens on all new developments. We should not be covering our fields 

with houses. Community restaurants would save energy. Water saving with one roof span, and would be 

used for the community food growing area. Build communities not just estates.
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Is market housing bad for your health? Is that the reason we are seeing more debt and despair, and a 

broken society?

We have seen Governments continually propping up house prices, to keep the people believing, if your 

house increases in value, you are getting richer. They allow more people into the country so making 

more demands on housing, and keeping developers in a job. Then wonder why we are destroying our 

countryside. NHS, doctors and schools are not able to manage to do their job, and we have gridlock on 

our roads.

Rents never end, and a mortgage can take up 50% of one working life, so creating a struggle to 

manage, working all hours to pay the mortgage, and relationships can crumble. Buy to let may sound a 

good investment, for the investor, but what about the ones that have to find the rent? Housing benefits 

can’t keep bailing out a failed system. On new developments the third bedroom is no more than a 

walk-in cupboard, and the main bedroom usually is too small for a king size bed and adequate furniture. 

Couples need room, so on a hot summer night they can have space, & not disturb each other by not 

getting a good nights sleep. I’m not saying for one moment that women should not work, but they 

should not have to because one wage cannot pay the cost of keeping a house, or paying the rents or 

mortgages.
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With the possibility of driver-less lorries and cars, one needs to consider the unemployment that will 

follow. We will find a greater divide, a few have a lot, many will have little. We have seen an increase in 

rural crime. Under the Trust scheme, there can be a police house in the villages again.

Public land should not be sold off for development to help pay the national debt. If this land was within 

the proposed scheme, the saving in housing benefits would be a greater gain for all concerned.

There are a large number of Interest only mortgages, that will soon come to a point when the capital 

needs to be repaid, this could mean repossessions will become rife, this new vision would allow the 

mortgagees to sell and purchase the cheaper home.

We have seen a number of politicians making big statements, but they are often not in power long 

enough to be responsible for their mistakes, for example...

George Osborn has increased the minimum wage, trying to convince people they will be better off, but 

in reality some will be losing their jobs if businesses can’t pay the increase. He couldn’t get his sums 

right for the referendum.
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With these austerity schemes, these cuts, create stagnation. We need to circulate the money, a cost to 

one, is an income to another, but there is so much injustice in the market economy.

State ownership is also not an option, as this leaves the people with no real interest, the state take the 

gains and while it might appear a good option, it has been proven a bad option.

So what is a good plan? Water, food and shelter are the main ingredients for human survival. Capitalism 

and Communism have failed to address this in the main.

One has to ask, has Capitalism out lived its purpose? 

I live in a house that cost £1,500, to build in 1948.

The rents paid over that time, have paid this back 

many times. Once one has paid rent for 30 years, 

or one is aged 60, then one should just have to pay 

a maintenance charge. In the plan I am promoting, 

I could now sell it back to the Council or Trust for 

£140,000, then buy another one. If we had a network in 

every area this would work well, or use the capital for 

a deposit for a market house. Some people might say 

developers would not want to do this, but if we were to say, build one million council houses, they 

would be invited to put in a tender. They may tell us they only earn a ?% on their houses, but what 

they don`t tell us is, they can turn their money over three times a year, therefore if we offered them 
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just 11% per house that could represent 33% on the year. And I would also recommend a similar plan 

for employment, if one employed more than, say 15 people they must become a cooperative. And use 

the trust to have affordable work units close to new developments. This would help create more small 

businesses. 

Community land trust homes would save millions in housing benefit. We now pay some £40 Billion a 

year in housing benefit. That will continue to go up unless we change the way we house ourselves. The 

right to buy was fine, but there should have been a clause, where they could only be sold back to the 

council.

We have two headlines in today 27-8-18, one in the Farmers Weekly, that tells us, a farmer had 

harvested a wheat crop entirely with robots, and in the Times it reports “Buyers head north to beat 

stamp duty trap”. They are seeking cheaper housing that is more affordable. If they can be cheaper in 

the North, why can’t they be cheaper in the south? They can, but not with developers selling as they do.

And regarding the robots, we are seeing this coming in other industries. If you had a coach company 

with ten drivers and a fitter, then the owner bough t10 coaches that didn’t need a driver, they would 

only keep the filter for the repairs, who keeps the savings? And those workers then can’t buy a market 

home. With the Community Land Trust they have a better chance.We should be allowing a portion 

of new builds for space for working from home, and having some light industry work units on large 

developments to save travelling on the roads.

Many of those in prison, have come from broken homes, one needs to investigate if there is a pattern 

here, much is caused from debt, from housing costs, that take a large proportion of ones income, so, 

couples both work, and no time is given to unite a family unit. And those coming out of prison often 

have nowhere to go; a half way house with a care on site would help these people, who often are 

looking for some support. An older peoples’ care plan should also be included in village community 

developments, in which a carer could live on site in a market house. Presently, they may well pay rent 

all their lives and never be able to save money. When it comes to retirement, the state will have to pay 

those outrageous rents and some people will not be able to afford a care plan, so again the state will 

have to foot the bill.

We then won’t need to spend £24 billion a year on Housing Benefits, with £34 billion on helping first-

time buyers get on to the housing ladder, which could be described as the ladder to nowhere. Close 

the company-run care homes and replace them with a community care plan that is run locally, in which 

every village and town would have supported accommodation and where care would be paramount, 

rather than see private care companies milk the system and complain they can’t manage on their 

charges.
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SUMMARY 

1. Create a Community Land Trust in every District

2.  Abolish development boundaries

3. Cap development land at £100,000 an acre

4. Invite every town and parish council to select places where homes could be built , 5 – every village 

to have a minimum of 20 homes.

5. Add £20,000 to each home to give to the Parish or Town Council 

6. All villages to take 20 homes.

7. This capital to be used to revitalise villages

8. Could be used to build a village hall, enlarge a shop, possibly where pubs have closed, build a pub, 

shop and hall in one development

9. Build a care place for older people

10. Invite developers to tender for the building work

11. Developers to gain 11% on each house. They can turn that capital over three times a year!

12. On large developments 50% of the land to be open space 

13. The open space land would be valued at £10, 000 an acre.

In The Times, 30th August 2018 it states homes values are £1.8 trillion. If everyone sold 

their homes the same day, that money does not exist. Local Councils are controlled by the 

developers and they give in to their demands. 

We are being told to work longer for our pensions, yet technology is creating a case for reducing the 

need to employ people, there is a need for a different approach for housing ourselves: the layout and 

design for new developments we are seeing is not the way to go. We need to end deforestation and 

plant billions of trees, reduce the use of fossil fuels, ramp up installation of wind and solar power, invest 

in sustainable agriculture with land reform and encourage young people to enter farming to feed the 

nation.

In Wales, for example, twice as much land was producing vegetables 40 years ago, compared with today.

In the Farmers Weekly, 12th October 2018, there was a report saying ”state of the art robotic dairy 

unit, they are milked and fed, by robot, in Shepton Mallet”. We are seeing more speculators buying 

An example of a 
proposed affordable 
senior community 
housing project with 
local amenities and 
space for carers to live 
on-site.



9

land, then farmers wanting to grow crops, and often land owners only rent out on a temporary basis, 

farming is a long term venture. We only grow 52% of the food we consume, We are getting food 

cheaper from some African Countries, while some of the people in the African Continent go hungry. This 

contributes to global warming, with gas emissions.
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The Old Oak Tree

I am a tree, or just a bit of wood, 

Here I am where I’ve always stood.

For three hundred years in the corner of this field, 

I have seen many a yield.

Life, death and even killed, I have seen.

Hot, cold, young grow old, where I stand in the corner of the field.

Young men come out with a plough and share, 

With sythes they come to gather the crop, 

Sometimes a little, sometimes a lot.

At lunch they sat under this tree, talked to their horse and peed on me.

Those horses then went off to war, 

Often went and were seen no more.

Why do humans want to fight?

They kill each other day and night.

I hear the people talk of fear, 

Often I would shed a tear.

The tractor came with all its power, 

The field was ploughed within the hour.

Fumes come out across the field, 

I’m sure it must have damaged the yield.

Nights and days, weeds and sprays, 

How I long for those old days.

I had some peace long ago, birds flew high above, 

Lovers came and made their love, in the corner of the field.

Now heavy tractors do the work.

Combines cut the corn, big bales stay out til dawn.

It’s enough to make this old tree yawn.

This tree has seen the young grow old, 

Boys were young and then were old.

Later were seen working on the land, 

Now they come to hold my hand.

They talk as if they’ve been here forever, 

but I know those men are not so clever.

Now I see roofs coming near

I stand here now with some fear.
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A man came the other day, 

He said that I was in the way.

A road could be coming through this part, 

As a factory now he wants to start.

Those humans seem to rush and tear, 

While I have only just stood here and stared.

If only they could think of me, 

As just an old oak tree.

You may say of this old tree, 

You have never moved or seen any life.

But I have seen a lot of strain and stress.

As the sun comes up in the morning

And goes down in the west, 

I can remember lots of jest.

The birds sing through the day

The larks through the night.

There is sometimes sorrow

As I wait for another tomorrow.

Flowers blossom in the day, 

That’s only if there’s been no spray.

I have seen it all from here, where I stand.

I don’t need a helping hand.

But if I really had a wish that could come true, 

Do you know what I would do?

I would say to those men and women who rush about, 

Stop and think what it’s all about.

They are all chasing something called money, 

It’s very sad, and often funny.

While I eat and drink, life comes to me, 

Stop and look through the eyes of a tree.

I shall still be here when they have gone, 

Providing the planners don’t have their say, 

And if the new houses don’t come this way.

The biggest fear I have for myself

Is the human race will destroy itself....

There needs to be a new policy for Jobs. Homes and Care.

 Laurence Keeley.
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